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Based on preliminary results of a diet study on the Eleonora's Falcon (Falco
eleonorae) in southern Greek colonies, the main prey items of the species are
Phylloscopus warblers (mainly Willow warbler Phylloscopus trochilus, but also Wood
Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix and Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita), Thrushes
(mainly Whinchat Saxicola rubetra but also Common Redstart, Phoenicurus phoenicurus
and the Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos), Shrikes (mainly Red-backed
shrikes Lanius collurio but also Woodchat shrike Lanius senator), Flycatchers (mainly the
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata but also the Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca and
the Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis) and Sylvia warblers like the common
Whitethroat Sylvia communis.
The assessment of refueling pattern of migratory passerines on Antikythira focused
on the above species (target species). Additionally, the Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus,
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin, Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla and Red-breasted Flycatcher
Ficedula parva were also used in this assessment, as they were expected to reveal
interesting information regarding the refuelling rates achieved by passerines on the island.
In conclusion, during the spring migration season, even though birds are expected
to be in a hurry to reach their breeding grounds, passerines that arrive to Antikythira,
stopover at the island for a short period during which they are refueling to a small but
significant amount. Regarding the autumn season, eve
just
before the Mediterranean and the Sahara, is strategic for birds to prepare for the barrier
crossing, there are no indications the target species are doing so.
Even though the abundance of birds was clearly higher in agricultural land, there
were no clear patterns regarding the overall habitat use as different species seemed to
use different habitats.
Climate Change and Bird Mig
It has been shown that long-distance migrants have generally advanced their
autumn peak passage through Western Europe during the past decades. In contrast, the
short-distance migrants, winter in the Mediterranean area, generally show a delay in their
autumn passage.
Capture data were used for six species of long-distance migrants. These species
data were available.
The available data show there is a general trend that late birds tend to pass through
our study site earlier with the advancement of years, thus shortening the total migration
s falcons,
especially towards the end of the breeding season. Juveniles are known to depart the
breeding grounds later than the adults and as a result are expected to be more affected.
The improvement of the habitat for migratory birds at the island is aiming to prolong
the stopover of the birds on the site and might even increase the number of birds
wintering at the area.
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