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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Falco eleonorae* 
nted by the 

University of Patras, the Hellenic Ornithological Society and NCC Ltd. The project aims at 
 

Action A2 was considered as necessary in order to: 

(a) Determine reference values prior to the implementation of concrete conservation actions,  

(b) Determine factors affecting breeding distribution and performance at each site, thus providing 
guidelines for optimal implementation of concrete conservation actions  

(c) Determine on-going and potential future impact of the climate change on the species breeding 
populations. The action filled in the information gaps on population and breeding performance 
trends in time and their association to climate change. 

Following the operational planning, a series of population census and breeding performance 
monitoring activities were carried out i n order to collect and update the existing baseline 
information on the size of the breeding populations and performance at the project sites. The data 
obtained in the framework of A2 Action were compared to the data collected in the past mainly 
through the first national census of the species breeding population in Greece collected by the 
project LIFE03/NAT/GR000091 (census 2004-2007) and other (LIFE) projects since then. In 
addition, monitoring of the breeding performance was implemented in selected project areas. 
Several other areas were also censused with no economic or other impact on the present project, 
in order to have the biggest possible collection of data. 

Population status 

The results showed different trends depending on the project area. These can be due to several 
factors affecting the number of counted individuals (e.g. different weather conditions) or due 
to real changes in the local populations. Nevertheless, in order for the researchers to be able to 
calculate the trend with accuracy, a larger dataset covering more study years would  be needed. 
Yet, during this study, the obtained results do not show a clear population trend. In general, the 
changes that have been recorded are considered to be in the expected range of the normal 
population fluctuations. 

Breeding performance of the species 

Regarding the breeding performance in selected colonies, in the case of Skyros, the nests showed 
a lower percentage of success, whereas in Dionysades the highest breeding performance was 
recorded with 2.5 chicks per active nest. In comparison to the data available from the previous 
LIFE Project for the species (LIFE03 NAT/GR/000091) the average breeding performance is 
similar in the present study. 



Favorable Reference Values (FRV) 

The evidence that derive from satellite telemetry study implemented during the current project 
imply that in order to be able to estimate the species FRVs, the researchers should not use data from 
individual island colonies, but rather consider colony connectivity in the frame of broader 
geographical areas (possibly at the national level). The extent over which metapopulations occur 
can only be determined through telemetry and molecular studies in the future. Consequently, with 
the data currently available, calculation of FRV is not considered possible. 
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